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Your Last Chance to Organize that Garish Garage
Aaron Broverman

Filed under: Budgeting & Planning, House & Home, Back to School, Going Green, Your Home

We've all heard of spring cleaning. There are countless
articles every year giving tips & tricks on how to prepare
and stay organized in the spring and summer. But for many
of us, that "fresh start" or "clear the decks" mindset really

doesn't set in the spring, but instead finds itself firmly entrenched
after Labour Day.

"I think everyone still has that September, back to school feeling,
even though we don't go back to school." says Jaclyn Ray, a Toronto-
based professional organizer known as The Clutter Wrangler. Of
course, people with kids are going through the back to school thing of
putting away summer stuff and some people are closing their cottages. A lot of stuff just sort of happens
around September 1st."

Like this article? Don't miss another one. Follow us on Twitter and Facebook.
This makes it the perfect time to clean house, especially the garage since people will get too busy to take on
big household projects and the weather will start to turn cold very soon. "It's a room in your house that's not
insulated, so it may be true that the only time you spend any time in there is the summer and in the winter
you just want to park your car and get inside," says Ray.

So with that in mind, Ray took time out from her busy schedule to give you some tips on how to turn a
seemingly daunting task into something that can be done in less than an afternoon.
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It Starts with What You Store

The lack of insulation and temperature control within the garage means you have to be mindful of what you
store in there. "I sometimes have clients who put boxes of books out there, records, old stereo equipment, or
something like that. Then, you go back six months later and it's just totally wrecked."

So because of the way collectibles and other sensitive objects can get damp and weather beaten in the space,
Ray's first crucial piece of advice is to think twice before putting your paper or other objects with the
potential to warp in the garage.

"I think some people think, 'Oh great, I'll just shove this old box of books out there' and it's just not going to
be the same."
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dampness of the space. If you're really into sports like skiing and biking, you can actually nail hooks into your ceiling or wall, so that they're not in
the way. You can do the same thing with your broom, rake or snow shovel just by nailing some pegs into the wall.

As for organization, the simplest way to find things is just to put like items with other like items."All the gardening stuff in one corner, all the sports
equipment in another corner and all the tools together -- just that kind of basic stuff," describes Ray.

When you can't raise something off the ground, Ray says, go with bins. "I like those large clear plastic bins, but not so large that you can't lift them."
Then, just go at them with a magic marker and label what's in there.

Additionally, you'll want to store sharp tools up high where the kids can't get them and hazardous chemicals could go in a locked cabinet with a door.
"Just let everyone know they need to be careful in the garage because remember, dangerous material is always going to be in there first."

At the same time, get your hose wrapped up on the wall because if there's a kink in it it could crack and then leak all over the place, but make sure
you drain it before you wrap it to the wall. "If there's water in it, it will freeze," says Ray.

Purge What You Didn't Use

For some, it can be hard to get rid of things, but Ray says all you need to do is ask yourself one question: "Did I really use this in the last four
months?"

If you didn't, now is the time to sell it, give it away and put it on the curb. If your kids didn't use it this summer, chances are good that they're not
going to miss it. "If your kids didn't use those pool toys or that patio chairs are broken, now's a good time to toss it."

In case you're worried, it's not to late to have a garage sale. In fact, Ray says now is the perfect time to have one last kick at the can and off-load
some stuff. "I think the weather is great and students are coming back into town. "All of the moving trucks are sold out this weekend," she says.
"People are saying, 'I need a lamp, I need a cheap table, I need a push-mower for the apartment that I'm renting.' I think Labour Day Weekend into
September is still great for garage sales."

Plus, the winter and summer sports equipment is bound to get smaller, so Ray recommends looking up those used sports equipment stores now, before
the hockey rush in the winter, and see if you can do some trades. "As winter comes up, there's going to be more demand for certain things, so this is
the time for you to get a little ahead of the game if you need t trade-in skis, skates or hockey equipment," says Ray. "There are those families that get
new equipment every year and these stores would love to have those type of customers right now, as opposed to when the first snowfall hits and
everyone is trading in their old equipment."

Before carting everything to the consignment store, first just make sure everything fits, even the summer stuff because you can project ahead to next
year. "Why store something that doesn't fit all winter long?" asks Ray.

Keep the Car in Mind

When cleaning out the garage and re-arranging everything, make sure there's still room for the car. Ray recommends a strategy my mom still uses to
this day, where you tie a string from the ceiling or garage mechanism so that it dangles just in front of your windshield, so you know when to stop the
car, so the garage door will still close behind you.

"Another trick for when you're putting shelving up, park your car and open the driver's side door," says Ray. It's not as important that the rest of the
doors open because the driver can always back out and let people in. You'll probably drive out and put up your shelving, but you've got to make sure
that at least the driver's side opens."

You can also use chalk to remind you where your car sat prior to the reorganization.

Do Your Maintenance Now, Not Later

You are always better off thinking ahead for next season, so while you're de-cluttering the garage, take some time to do that regular upkeep most of
us always forget to do until next season. Ray suggests sharpening your gardening tools in a few weeks, so they don't come out of the box dull in the
spring.

More important however, is your bike. "If you leave the chain un-lubed all winter long, it's just going to be rusted out by the time spring comes. You
should just lube your bike now, so you can ride on the first great day in spring, instead of the opposite, where you're joining everybody in taking it in
to the bike shop.

It Doesn't have to be Perfect

When you're done, don't sweat it if your garage doesn't look like a big reveal on a home makeover show. "I think there's such a thing as being too
organized," says Ray. You don't need to invest a whole lot of money into this and the garage should at least look used. It is the garage after all, it can
afford to be a little bit messy."

Permalink

http://www.walletpop.ca/blog/2011/08/27/your-last-chance-to-organize-that-garish-garage/


30/08/11 7:40 PMYour Last Chance to Organize that Garish Garage - Walletpop Canada

Page 3 of 7http://www.walletpop.ca/blog/2011/08/27/your-last-chance-to-organize-that-garish-garage/

Share

Permalink
Email this
Tweet this

Leave a comment

Add a Comment

 Sign in »

Add a Comment 

Type your comment here

 *0 / 3000 Character Maximum Submit

Features

Your Home
Pop's Wallet
Small Business
Taxes
Bargains & Freebies
Buyer Beware
Celebs & Money
Daily Deal
Economizer
Video
Real Estate
Store Flyers
Retirement and RRSPs

Categories

Mortgages
Auctions

http://www.walletpop.ca/blog/2011/08/27/your-last-chance-to-organize-that-garish-garage/#
http://www.walletpop.ca/blog/2011/08/27/your-last-chance-to-organize-that-garish-garage/
http://www.walletpop.ca/blog/forward/20026212/
http://twitter.com/home?source=walletpop.ca&status=From%20@WalletPopCanada:%20http://www.walletpop.ca/blog/2011/08/27/your-last-chance-to-organize-that-garish-garage/
http://www.walletpop.ca/blog/2011/08/27/your-last-chance-to-organize-that-garish-garage/#aol-comments
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/3b73/4/9c/%2a/d;244862562;0-0;0;69631521;4307-300/250;43540649/43558436/1;;~okv=;pc=%5BTPAS_ID%5D;;~sscs=%3fhttp%3A//adserver.adtechus.com/adlink%2F5192%2F2185376%2F0%2F170%2FAdId%3D1952362%3BBnId%3D2%3Bitime%3D747529747%3Bkey%3Dkey1%2Bkey2%2Bkey3%2Bkey4%3Blink%3Dhttp://www.tdcanadatrust.com/mortgages/save/
http://www.walletpop.ca/blog/2011/08/27/your-last-chance-to-organize-that-garish-garage/#
http://adserver.adtechus.com/?adlink/5192/2157942/0/252/AdId=1924228;BnId=1;itime=747530930;key=key1+key2+key3+key4;
http://www.walletpop.ca/blog/category/your-home
http://www.walletpop.ca/blog/category/pops-wallet
http://www.walletpop.ca/blog/category/small-business
http://www.walletpop.ca/blog/category/taxes
http://www.walletpop.ca/blog/category/bargains-and-freebies
http://www.walletpop.ca/blog/category/buyer-beware
http://www.walletpop.ca/blog/category/celebs-and-money
http://www.walletpop.ca/blog/category/dailydeal
http://www.walletpop.ca/blog/category/economizer
http://www.walletpop.ca/blog/category/video
http://www.walletpop.ca/blog/category/real-estate
http://www.walletpop.ca/blog/category/store-flyers
http://www.walletpop.ca/blog/category/retirement
http://www.walletpop.ca/blog/category/mortgages
http://www.walletpop.ca/blog/category/auctions


30/08/11 7:40 PMYour Last Chance to Organize that Garish Garage - Walletpop Canada

Page 4 of 7http://www.walletpop.ca/blog/2011/08/27/your-last-chance-to-organize-that-garish-garage/

Auctions
Tax Basics Video
Back to School
Book Reviews
Going Green
Holidays
Television
Budgeting & Planning
Employment & Careers
Consumer Complaints
Credit Cards
Daily Deal
Debt
Economizer
Entrepreneurship
Family Finances
Food & Drink
Fraud
Health
House & Home
Identity Theft
Insurance
Investing
Loans
Product Recalls
Real Estate
Saving
Sex Sells
Shopping
Taxes
Technology
Travel
Weddings
Weird & Wonderful

Connect

Facebook
Twitter

 RSS Feed
Tips

 Contact Us
Advertise with Us

http://www.walletpop.ca/blog/category/auctions
http://www.walletpop.ca/blog/category/tax-basics-video
http://www.walletpop.ca/blog/category/back-to-school
http://www.walletpop.ca/blog/category/book-reviews
http://www.walletpop.ca/blog/category/going-green
http://www.walletpop.ca/blog/category/holidays
http://www.walletpop.ca/blog/category/television
http://www.walletpop.ca/blog/category/budgeting-and-planning
http://www.walletpop.ca/blog/category/careers
http://www.walletpop.ca/blog/category/consumer-complaints
http://www.walletpop.ca/blog/category/credit-cards
http://www.walletpop.ca/blog/category/dailydeal
http://www.walletpop.ca/blog/category/debt
http://www.walletpop.ca/blog/category/economizer
http://www.walletpop.ca/blog/category/entrepreneurship
http://www.walletpop.ca/blog/category/family-finances
http://www.walletpop.ca/blog/category/food-and-drink
http://www.walletpop.ca/blog/category/fraud
http://www.walletpop.ca/blog/category/health
http://www.walletpop.ca/blog/category/house-and-home
http://www.walletpop.ca/blog/category/identity-theft
http://www.walletpop.ca/blog/category/insurance
http://www.walletpop.ca/blog/category/investing
http://www.walletpop.ca/blog/category/loans
http://www.walletpop.ca/blog/category/recalls
http://www.walletpop.ca/blog/category/real-estate
http://www.walletpop.ca/blog/category/saving
http://www.walletpop.ca/blog/category/sex-sells
http://www.walletpop.ca/blog/category/shopping
http://www.walletpop.ca/blog/category/taxes
http://www.walletpop.ca/blog/category/technology
http://www.walletpop.ca/blog/category/travel
http://www.walletpop.ca/blog/category/weddings
http://www.walletpop.ca/blog/category/weird-and-wonderful
http://www.facebook.com/pages/WalletPop-Canada/265127317567
http://twitter.com/walletpopcanada
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/3b73/4/9c/%2a/i;244862562;1-0;0;68961424;4307-300/250;43540657/43558444/1;;~okv=;pc=%5BTPAS_ID%5D;;~sscs=%3fhttp%3A//adserver.adtechus.com/adlink%2F5192%2F2157943%2F0%2F170%2FAdId%3D1923540%3BBnId%3D1%3Bitime%3D747530095%3Bkey%3Dkey1%2Bkey2%2Bkey3%2Bkey4%3Blink%3Dhttp://www.tdcanadatrust.com/mortgages/save/
http://www.walletpop.ca/blog/rss.xml
http://www.walletpop.ca/blog/tips
http://feedback.aol.com/rs/rs.php?sid=ca_walletpop
http://advertise.aol.ca/


30/08/11 7:40 PMYour Last Chance to Organize that Garish Garage - Walletpop Canada

Page 5 of 7http://www.walletpop.ca/blog/2011/08/27/your-last-chance-to-organize-that-garish-garage/

  

Previous

Next

Most Popular Posts

Beware These Sneaky Restaurant Tricks
10 Things You Should Never Keep in Your Wallet (and One You Should)
Wildest Swimming Pools
10 Household Items to NEVER Cheap Out On
Why Are LEGOs So Expensive?

TSX higher as gold surges
Carl Icahn ends Lionsgate bid
Valeant bids for Cold-FX maker Afexa
First Nations leaders join Keystone pipeline protest
World's most expensive disasters

Most Commented

10 Things You Should Never Keep in Your Wallet (and One You Should)
Sneaky Restaurant Tricks You Spotted
Ask a Realtor: Renovation ROI
Canada's Best Diners, Drive-Ins and Dives (Part 1: The West)
Wise Words from Cancer Survivors
Debt Reduction: Five Steps to Freedom

See More Fantastic Freebies

Recent Posts

Why Consumers Spend More Money When They're Relaxed
Five Ways Apple Can Remain Great in the Post-Jobs Era
Why Waiting for an Inheritance Isn't a Sound 'Financial Plan'
Budgeting for Baby: Money Advice for New Parents
Avoid Sneezing Fits - an App for Allergy Sufferers

Business on HuffingtonPost.ca (Feed)

Rae blasts Harper Tories for rigid approach to deficit, taxes as economy worsens

'Millionaire Matchmaker' Takes On Awkward Groupon Copywriter (VIDEO)
Anthony Bourdain Kills the Pig for a New Orleans Feast on 'No Reservations' (VIDEO)
'Mormon' Star Pays 'Modern Family' a Visit, '90210' Alum Joins Stephen King Series & More TV Casting News
What Beau Bridges Learned from Legendary Coach John Wooden (VIDEO)

http://twitter.com/walletpopcanada
http://www.walletpop.ca/blog/2011/08/27/your-last-chance-to-organize-that-garish-garage/#
http://www.walletpop.ca/blog/2011/08/27/your-last-chance-to-organize-that-garish-garage/#
http://stage.walletpop.ca/blog/2011/07/18/sneaky-restaurant-tricks/
http://stage.walletpop.ca/blog/2011/08/25/10-things-you-should-never-keep-in-your-wallet-and-one-you-sho/
http://stage.walletpop.ca/blog/2011/07/08/wildest-swimming-pools/
http://stage.walletpop.ca/blog/2011/08/17/10-household-items-to-never-cheap-out-on/
http://stage.walletpop.ca/blog/2011/08/26/why-are-legos-so-expensive/
http://www.cbc.ca/money/?ref=rss
http://www.cbc.ca/news/business/story/2011/08/30/markets-gold.html?ref=rss
http://www.cbc.ca/news/business/story/2011/08/30/icahn-lionsgate.html?ref=rss
http://www.cbc.ca/news/business/story/2011/08/30/valeant-afexa-cold-fx.html?ref=rss
http://www.cbc.ca/news/business/story/2011/08/30/indigenous-protest-keystone-pipeline-xl.html?ref=rss
http://www.cbc.ca/news/business/story/2011/08/30/f-investopedia-natural-disasters.html?ref=rss
http://www.walletpop.ca/blog/2011/08/27/your-last-chance-to-organize-that-garish-garage/blog/2011/08/25/10-things-you-should-never-keep-in-your-wallet-and-one-you-sho/
http://www.walletpop.ca/blog/2011/08/27/your-last-chance-to-organize-that-garish-garage/blog/2011/07/21/sneaky-restaurant-tricks-you-spotted/
http://www.walletpop.ca/blog/2011/08/27/your-last-chance-to-organize-that-garish-garage/blog/2011/08/27/ask-a-realtor-renovation-roi/
http://www.walletpop.ca/blog/2011/08/27/your-last-chance-to-organize-that-garish-garage/blog/2010/05/22/canadas-best-diners-drive-ins-and-dives-part-1-the-west/
http://www.walletpop.ca/blog/2011/08/27/your-last-chance-to-organize-that-garish-garage/blog/2011/08/24/wise-words-from-cancer-survivors/
http://www.walletpop.ca/blog/2011/08/27/your-last-chance-to-organize-that-garish-garage/blog/2011/07/28/debt-reduction-five-steps-to-freedom/
http://www.walletpop.ca/blog/category/dailydeal
http://www.walletpop.ca/blog/2011/08/30/why-consumers-spend-more-money-when-theyre-relaxed/
http://www.walletpop.ca/blog/2011/08/30/5-ways-apple-can-stay-great-in-the-post-jobs-era/
http://www.walletpop.ca/blog/2011/08/30/why-waiting-for-an-inheritance-isnt-a-sound-financial-plan/
http://www.walletpop.ca/blog/2011/08/30/budgeting-for-baby-money-advice-for-new-parents/
http://www.walletpop.ca/blog/2011/08/29/avoid-sneezing-fits-an-app-for-allergy-sufferers/
http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/2011/08/30/rae-blasts-harper-tories-_n_942500.html
http://feedproxy.google.com/~r/weblogsinc/tvsquad/~3/yz4ed8zujLE/
http://feedproxy.google.com/~r/weblogsinc/tvsquad/~3/edMdnm_-zSY/
http://feedproxy.google.com/~r/weblogsinc/tvsquad/~3/jNvk4Ttc1ic/
http://feedproxy.google.com/~r/weblogsinc/tvsquad/~3/nC1jpyv-XVg/


30/08/11 7:40 PMYour Last Chance to Organize that Garish Garage - Walletpop Canada

Page 6 of 7http://www.walletpop.ca/blog/2011/08/27/your-last-chance-to-organize-that-garish-garage/

What Beau Bridges Learned from Legendary Coach John Wooden (VIDEO)
Fall TV First Look: 'Criminal Minds' Season 7, 'Castle' Season 4 (VIDEO)

Do You Need a Sleep Vacation?
Women Who Hate Their Vaginas
Want a Lasting Relationship? Bond With His Friends and Family
Money Worries Cause Sleepless Nights for Women (and Not Men)
Get Your Veggies With Green Smoothies, Stress Eating and More

Aerosmith Working on New Album, Eyeing May 2012 Release
Beast Make Bomb, 'Party Monster' -- Video of the Day
Jake Shimabukuro's Songs That Should Be Covered on Ukulele -- Count Five
The Beach Boys Reveal Details of Long-Awaited 'SMiLE Sessions'
Glen Campbell Biopic in the Works as Singer Embarks on Farewell Tour

Quick Links

Deal of the Day
Economizer
Weird and Wonderful

Most Popular

Back to School Savings
Buyer Beware
Daily Deal
Shop the Flyers

More on AOL.ca

Breaking News
Mapquest
Travel Planning
Radio
Free Games
Winmp Media Player
Aol Canada Portal

Our Favourite Blogs

Autoblog Canada
Financial Highway
Landlord Rescue
That's Fit
Spinner
Popeater
Moviefone

AOL Money & Finance
AOL | Terms of Use | Privacy Policy | Advertise with Us | Give Us Feedback | Download AOL | AOL Canada 
© 2011 AOL Inc. All Rights Reserved

http://feedproxy.google.com/~r/weblogsinc/tvsquad/~3/nC1jpyv-XVg/
http://feedproxy.google.com/~r/weblogsinc/tvsquad/~3/68kIg0R8P3I/
http://thatsfit.ca/2011/08/30/do-you-need-a-sleep-vacation/
http://thatsfit.ca/2011/08/30/some-women-hate-their-vaginas-a-lot/
http://thatsfit.ca/2011/08/29/want-a-lasting-relationship-bond-with-his-friends-and-family/
http://thatsfit.ca/2011/08/29/money-worries-sleepless-nights-women/
http://thatsfit.ca/2011/08/26/beat-the-heat-with-smoothies-farmers-market-basics-and-more/
http://www.spinner.com/2011/08/30/aerosmith-new-album/
http://www.spinner.com/2011/08/30/beast-make-bomb-party-monster-video/
http://www.spinner.com/2011/08/30/jake-shimabukuro-peace-love-ukulele/
http://www.spinner.com/2011/08/30/the-beach-boys-smile-sessions/
http://www.spinner.com/2011/08/30/glen-campbell-biopic-in-the-works-as-singer-embarks-on-farewell/
http://www.walletpop.ca/category/dailydeal
http://www.walletpop.ca/category/economizer
http://www.walletpop.ca/blog/category/weird-and-wonderful
http://www.walletpop.ca/blog/category/back-to-school
http://www.walletpop.ca/blog/category/buyer-beware
http://www.walletpop.ca/blog/category/dailydeal/
http://www.walletpop.ca/2010/09/08/store-flyers/
http://news.aol.ca/#
http://www.mapquest.ca/
http://travel.aol.ca/
http://music.aol.ca/radio/#
http://www.gamevault.ca/
http://www.winamp.ca/#
http://www.aol.ca/
http://ca.autoblog.com/
http://financialhighway.com/
http://landlordrescue.ca/
http://www.thatsfit.ca/
http://www.spinner.ca/
http://www.popeater.ca/
http://www.moviefone.ca/
http://www.aol.ca/
http://canada.aol.com/portal/misc/LegalNotices.adp
http://canada.aol.com/portal/misc/PrivacyPolicy.adp
http://advertise.aol.ca/
http://feedback.aol.com/rs/rs.php?sid=ca_walletpop
http://canada.aol.com/portal/downloads/
http://canada.aol.com/portal/about/
http://www.walletpop.ca/


30/08/11 7:40 PMYour Last Chance to Organize that Garish Garage - Walletpop Canada

Page 7 of 7http://www.walletpop.ca/blog/2011/08/27/your-last-chance-to-organize-that-garish-garage/


