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Clutter Wrangler helps 
create uncluttered lives

When Jaclyn Ray was a little 
girl, she didn’t need to be told 
to pick up her toys and tidy 

her room. Even as a child, Jaclyn liked 
things neat and organized.

“I defi nitely had the organizing gene,” 
Jaclyn says. “I was born this way.”

When she was in the sixth grade and 
curbside recycling began, Jaclyn was 
quickly on board. “I loved sorting things 
into diff erent categories,” she says. “But 
back then, I thought I would grow up to 
be a therapist, a social worker or maybe 
a psychology professor.”

Instead, aft er graduating with a de-
gree in psychology, Jaclyn realized, 
“That I was less of a thinker and more of 
a doer. I like to dig right in and work side 
by side with my clients to tackle their 
clutter and get them organized.”

The impetus for her business came 
from a statement a friend made aft er 
Jaclyn helped the friend get organized 
from an unexpected and diffi  cult break-
up. “Her live-in boyfriend had sudden-
ly decided to move out,” Jaclyn says. “I 
spent that evening helping her trans-
form her apartment into a new bache-
lorette pad.”

When the duo was done with the 
do-over, her friend was surprised and 
pleased at the beautiful change in such 
a short time. “She said to me, ‘You need 
to be doing this for other people as a 
business.’”

Since 2002, Jaclyn has been doing 
exactly that. Starting out part-time 
helping people organize, Jaclyn went 
full speed in her own business three 

years later. “With the help of a grant, 
I was working full-time as the Clutter 
Wrangler.”

As for that name, Jaclyn says it 
seemed a natural choice. “It just popped 
into my mind. I had never heard of pro-
fessional organizing at that time, so I 
had to come up with a catchy name that 
best described what I could do. It just 
seemed to fi t.”

To deal with COVID safety precau-
tions, Jaclyn follows all Monroe Coun-
ty Public Health guidelines. She also 
wears a mask when working with cli-
ents indoors. Since many people have 
been spending more time working from 
home and kids have been doing their 
education classes online during the 

pandemic, Jaclyn has seen an increased 
need for home organization.

“I can help people with their working-
from-home setups,” Jaclyn says. “And, 
if they are back to work, I can help them 
deal with the build-up of clutter from 
the past 18 months.”

Riding a bike to help clients 
Originally from Toronto, Jaclyn 

moved to Bloomington nine years ago 
and was pleased to fi nd that the Hoo-

sier city encourages her favorite mode 
of transportation. “In Toronto, I was 
able to travel 100 percent by bicycle,” 
she says. “In Bloomington, I probably 
travel 75 percent of the time by bicycle. 
Most of my clients live within a com-
fortable biking distance, but there are 
some who live in more rural areas who 
need my services.”

Living with clutter can be quite 
stressful, Jaclyn says. “The stressful 

ANDY WALKER

812-325-1290
www.andy-walker.com

1641 S PICKWICK PLACE $559,000
Beautifully updated ranch over a walkout basement

in the ultra-desirable Ridgemead enclave on

Bloomington’s South East side! This 4,700 sqft 4bd,

3ba, w/ an 800 sqft 2 car garage has been lovingly

cared for and includes Brazilian Teak hardwood

flooring on the main level, an updated kitchen,

fireplace, and a wonderful sunroom which is a

great spot to enjoy the well landscaped and private

grounds. The property is bordered by arborvitae and

includes numerous raised beds, a pond/waterfall,

fountain, and circular front drive. MLS#202134592
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By Jackie Finch
JackieSFinch@gmail.com

Jaclyn Ray bikes to work whenever possible. JANE DANIELS / COURTESY PHOTO

Jaclyn organizes a garage. 
JANE DANIELS / COURTESY PHOTO

“For most people, there are better things 
to do with their limited free time than 
getting their life organized.”                         – Jaclyn Ray

See Clutter, Page C4

Vintage elephants

Elephants are among 
the most beloved of 
animals. Because of 

their distinctive shape, chil-
dren can identify elephants 
from a very early age, and 
American children see then as love-
able, not at all threatening (unlike 
children in some parts of Africa and 
India where they can cause great 
damage). Why are elephants such 
popular images for decorating West-
ern household items? For decades, 

they have been featured in 
zoos and in circuses and 
movies, and for centuries, 
elephants have appeared 
for centuries as images in 
personal jewelry, carvings 
and paintings, and more 
recently in adult and child 
clothing, upholstery fabrics, 

yard decorations, wall hangings as 
well as  children’s toys. Long popular 
children’s books and movies account 
for childhood cultural implantation, 
but that can’t be the whole explana-
tion for the popularity of elephants in 
decorating, can it?

Considering that elephants and their 
kin are not native to the Americas, or 
at least not for many millennia before 
people came, it’s amazing how close 
to our hearts elephant images have 
become. While our distant ancestors 
hunted mammoths, many prehistoric 

cultures made icons of elephants. Es-
pecially in Asia, elephants were and 
remain central to and associated with 
good luck in Buddhism and Hinduism 
and are especially associated with the 

Story and Photos by 
Susan Eastman
Antsandtreasures@gmail.com

Paired 
African 
elephants 
make 
appealing 
bookends 
when carved 
from oak or other local woods in 
the early 20th century.

See Elephants, Page C6
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328 S Walnut Street
Downtown Bloomington • 812-323-1231

WE ARE
BLOOMINGTON’S

REALTY
PROFESSIONALS!!

OPEN SUNDAY 1-3 P.M.

$375,000

• Ranch over walkout basement

• 4 bedrooms, 3 baths

• Fireplace, great deck, cul-du-sac

• Ellettsville schools

NEW LISTING

HT-26677851

HAL
WEAVER

812-360-4995

CAPRICE
HUNTZINGER
812-327-0874

STEPH
DIVOHL

812-606-7305

TODD
DURNIL

812-327-7642

BILL
HOLDEMAN
812-323-0974

BARBARA
HOWELL

812-327-2314

KIM
SCIFRES

847-366-0216

SUSAN
GRAVES

812-334-3563

LESA
MILLER

812-360-3863

TYA
HANNA

812-327-5530

JIM
REGESTER

812-323-1231

KATHY
STALLSMITH
812-320-6875

ZAK
SZYMANSKI
812-219-0845

RON
PLECHER

812-320-2142

BETH
ROBINSON

812-327-1385

TISH
GONZALEZ

812-345-1328

KAREN
PITKIN

812-322-9200

FLÁVIA
BURRELL

812-323-1231

MARLA
HARRIS

812-327-9574

LINDA
JOACHIM

812-322-0600

BRANDY
HOLDEMAN
812-325-7685

ADAM
HERSHBERGER
812-345-1989

LISTED BY
BETH ROBINSON
812-327-1385

HOSTED BY
TAMMY DRUCKEMILLER
812-325-2242

TAMMY
DRUCKEMILLER
812-325-2242

7457 E PINE GROVE RD $649,900
• Brand NEW Beautiful Contemporary home
• Just 2 minutes from Pine Grove launching
ramp and 8 minutes to College Mall!

• Beautifully surrounded by lots of mature trees
and offers winter views of the lake!

• So many upscale and classic features

BRANDY HOLDEMAN
812-325-7685

#5

$549,900 Contemporary home surrounded
by open patio spaces on 16 acres
Holly Downey 812-343-9570

$199,900 Adorable bungalow in the
McDoel Gardens neighborhood
Tyler White 812-595-6550

5589 State Road 45, Nashville
mls# 21810177

607 W Dodds St, Bloomington
mls# 202135273

$579,000 Elegant 4BR 3.5BA 15+Ac ingrd
pool, poolhouse, stocked pond, 2Garages
Natasha Johns812-345-2795

$215,000 Farmhouse-style 5BR 2BA
1.5Ac 2C-gar kitchen incl appliances
Natasha Johns812-345-2795

2904 River Bluff Rd, Bedford
mls# 202127659

138 Schores Lane, Bedford
mls# 202132240

$474,900 27.57 wooded acres 4BR 3.5BA
w/walkout basement updated KT
Amanda Benge 317-478-4404

$ 174,900 Affordable 3BR Several updates
- roof, siding, gutters, deck - since 2019
Vickie Cosner 812-583-2521

9894 E Gilmore Ridge Rd.
mls# 21805258

403 W Poplar Dr.
mls# 202141168

VIRTUAL OPEN HOUSE

VIRTUAL OPEN HOUSE

1

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY 1-3

1

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY 1-3 P.M.VIRTUAL OPEN HOUSE

VIRTUAL OPEN HOUSE

HT-25591002

A ‘before’ photo of a kitchen.
JACLYN RAY / COURTESY PHOTO

An ‘after’ photo of a decluttered kitchen. 
JACLYN RAY / COURTESY PHOTO

Before’ photo of family room.
JACLYN RAY / COURTESY PHOTO

After’ photo of family room.
JACLYN RAY / COURTESY PHOTO

Boy’s bedroom ‘before.’
JACLYN RAY / COURTESY PHOTO

Boy’s bedroom ‘after.’
JACLYN RAY / COURTESY PHOTO

much stuff. We live in a contradictory 
age of hyper-environmental awareness 
mixed with hyper-consumerism.”

Typically, many items are made of 
cheap materials that don’t last very 
long. “Electronics, gadgets and fast 
fashion quickly become obsolete or 
useless and all this stuff can be deliv-
ered right to your front door for free.”

The result, too often, is that living 
quarters become crammed full of old 

stuff. “For most people, there are better 
things to do with their limited free time 
than getting their life organized.”

 
Getting lives organized 

Once people are so stressed that they 
begin to look for help, they often find 
the Clutter Wrangler. The first step, Ja-
clyn says, “is to purge as much as pos-
sible” by asking three important ques-
tions – is it useful, beautiful or loved?

“Asking the right questions is a huge 
part of what organizers do,” Jaclyn 
says. “The most basic question for me 

is: when was the last time you used an 
item? Was it in the last 12 months? If 
not, chances are you can live without 
it.”

The ‘beautiful’ or ‘loved’ questions are 
sometimes a bit more difficult. “They 
cover a much smaller number of items 
in my experience - things like decora-
tions and sentimental items, which also 
have to pass a threshold of specialness 
that’s individual to each client.”

Items that are no longer needed may 
be needed by another so Jaclyn tries to 
suggest new homes for reusable things. 
“I give everything I possibly can to local 
charities,” she says.

Bloomington also has several con-
signment shops as well as online op-
tions to sell items. “You can also have a 
good old-fashioned garage sale.”

Of course, not everything is reusable. 

Clutter
Continued from page C1

Continued to page C5
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Scan to visit our website
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BUILDING LOT IN
BELLVISTA

8414 S ANNE (LOT 38)

ONLY A FEW LOTS LEFT
TRACEE LUTES 812-322-2650

MLS# 202001311

$60,000
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“So I also work with clients to help them learn to 
carefully sort their recycling and trash – it can be con-
fusing these days to know what is recyclable and what 
is not.”

Rewards of decluttering  
The next step is to organize what is left  in the most 

effi  cient way. The results of de-cluttering can be both 
emotionally and physically rewarding, Jaclyn says. 
“It’s amazing how much more relaxed and in con-
trol people feel aft er we’ve spent some time together 
wrangling their home.”

Organizing a person’s physical space can spill over 
into organizing other areas of a person’s life, Jaclyn says.

“Oft en, this also leads to the feeling of clearing out 
some mental clutter and making space for doing oth-
er things, like starting new projects, having company 
over for dinner, repainting a room, or just feeling on 
top of your daily life again.”

Jaclyn notes that some of her clients are so pleased 
with their initial decluttering foray that they decide to 
dive even deeper into their personal eff ects.

“Like organizing years of photographs into albums, 
shredding old income taxes, archiving children’s art 
and schoolwork and even documenting who you want 
your favorite keepsakes and possessions to eventually 
go to,” she says. “If it needs organizing, I’m here to help.”

Another facet of Jaclyn’s business is helping her cli-
ents realize their goals of living a more sustainable, 
environmentally-friendly life. “I fi nd that clients are 
oft en interested in this goal, but are intimidated by 
the sheer magnitude of the problem and are unsure 
about where to start. I can help guide them to fi nd the 
most impactful changes that can be made without 
turning their lives upside-down in the process.”

 For more information about the Clutter Wrangler: 
Visit clutterwrangler.com pt vs;; 812-330-2353 land-
line, no text.

HT-26711903

OPEN FLOOR PLAN

2776 E CREEKS EDGE DRIVE

ANDY WALKER
812-325-1290

MLS# 202140550

$424,900

Continued from page C4

Tips from the Clutter Wrangler
• When in doubt, throw it out: This is a time to be 

ruthless, to ask yourself what is the worst possible 
thing that would happen if you didn’t have this item?

• Use it or lose it: Have you used this item in the last 
12 months?

• Effi cient storage: Means that what you have is 
close to where you use it or where you expect it to be. 

• Tackle large project in smaller chunks of time:
Work one to three hours at a time on a room or a cat-
egory.

• Instead of bouncing around from item to item:
Pick a corner and work clockwise, making decisions 
about each item as you come to it.

• Handle things once: Make a decision then and 
there.

• Donate, sell, recycle: One person’s trash may be an-
other person’s treasure.

• Everything in its place: Sometimes clutter is just 
stuff that belongs someplace else.

• Label things: Write exactly what is inside on the 
outside of bins and boxes.

• Think before you buy: Try to break the habit of im-
pulse shopping. Ask yourself, “Do I need this item? Do I 
already have something similar? Do I have space for it?” 
When shopping online, put items in the ‘wish list’ for a 
day or two before actually making the purchase.

Bathroom ‘before’ the Clutter Wrangler. 
JACLYN RAY / COURTESY PHOTO

Bathroom ‘after’ the Clutter Wrangler.
JACLYN RAY / COURTESY PHOTO

Bathroom cabinets neatly organized after wrangling 
clutter. JACLYN RAY / COURTESY PHOTO
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